A few Ulster-Scots words and phrases used in Maine.
The following excerpt is taken from the Glossary of the “New York Times Bestseller” novel “An Irish Country Village” by Patrick Taylor. The list has been edited to include only words and phrases also commonly heard in the State of Maine.

Glossary
The Ulster dialect, properly called Ulster-Scots, is rich and colourful but can be confusing...For those unfamiliar with Ulster-Scots, however, I have taken the liberty of appending this short glossary. Like all patios, Ulster-Scots is not one bit shy about adopting useful phrases from others...

bamboozle: Deliberately confuse.

banshee: Female spirit whose moaning  foretells death.

bigger fish to fry: More important matters to attend to.

bit my head off: Expressed anger by shouting or being very curt.

both legs the same length: Standing about uselessly.

boys-a-boys: ...expression(s) of amazement.

bravely: Feeling well (or pretending so).

buck eejit: Imbecile.

bun in the oven: Pregnant.
cow’s lick: Tuft of hair that sticks up...

dander: ...anger.

dibs: A claim upon.

dote on: Worship... 
do with the price of corn: Irrelevant.

dulse: A seaweed, which when dried is eaten...

eejit: Idiot.

fag: cigarette.

finagle: Achieving by cunning or dubious means.

fit to be tied: Very angry.

full of it: being either stupid or excessively flattering.

gander: Take a look at.

great: The ultimate Ulster accolade; can be used to signify pleased assent to a plan.

guttersnipe: Ruffian.

hair bear (wooly bear): Wooly caterpillar.

half cut: Drunk.

having me on: Deceiving me.

heifer: Young cow before her first breeding.

hit the spot: Fill the need.

hold your horses: Wait a minute.

humdinger: Something extraordinary.

I’m your man: I agree to your plan and will follow it.

knackered: Very tired...

knickers in a twist: Anxiously upset.
Length and breadth of it: All the details.

lummox: Stupid creature. (clumsy person)

make a mint: Make a great deal of money.

moping: Indulging in self-pity.

muggy: Hot and humid.

no spring chicken: Getting on in years.

ould (old) goat: Old man, often used affectionately.

out of kilter: Out of alignment

petrified: Terrified

powerful: Very.

raring to go: Eager and fully prepared.

rug rats: Children.

sore (sorely) tried by: Very worried or irritated by.

thick: Stupid.

up the spout: Pregnant.

whaling away at: Beating.

won’t butter any parsnips: Will make absolutely no difference.
